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Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 24, 2023
11:00 A.M.

  The Rev. Dr. Richard Allen Farmer, Pastor-Teacher

Lay Leader: Bill Small   Worship Leader: Susan Small
Pianist: Paul Settles     Drums: Ben Wilkinson
Percussion: Sam Jones      Bass: Joe Rivers
GATHERING SONG



Joy Has Dawned
COMMUNITY NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME    

ADVENT READING:  LOVE        
    Joan and Alex Stevens*
   


 Love Lifted Me 

OPENING SONG


             
          Hymn No. 113
Angels We Have Heard on High
+PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (Unison)
Almighty God, we confess that we often take Your love and 

forgiveness for granted.  We remember and celebrate the 

coming of Your Son to earth in human form, but we gloss over 

how far short we fall of Your holy standards and how 

desperately we need a Savior.  We get distracted by our busy 

lives and neglect to listen enough for Your “still small voice” 

to guide us.  Forgive us, Lord, and draw us ever closer to You.
+ASSURANCE OF PARDON


Lay Leader
     God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
    still sinners, Christ died for us.  Therefore, since we have 
    been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
    our Lord Jesus Christ.                                       Romans 5: 8, 1
OFFERING OF PRAISE 

Emmanuel
O Come Let Us Adore Him
+PASTORAL PRAYER


WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBER

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
GRATEFUL GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS


   Text and online giving available. See the website for information.
OFFERTORY





Praise Band
OFFERTORY RESPONSE



Doxology
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
(Children ages 4 & 5 and grades 1st-5th are dismissed to class)  
+SCRIPTURE READING  
If you are able, please stand for the reading of the Word of God.

 Luke 2: 25-32
Reader:
The Word of the Lord

Response:
Thanks be to God

SERMON 


         Pastor Richard Allen Farmer     
      “The Weight of Wait”
MOMENT OF REFLECTION/CALL TO COMMITMENT

CLOSING HYMN                                                        Hymn No. 128

One Day When Heaven Was Filled
BENEDICTION                                                             People: Amen

POSTLUDE

WHEN THE GATHERING ENDS, THE SERVICE BEGINS.

GO IN PEACE, TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD.

Hymn= Hymns for the Living Church. 

 (All music and words approved by CCLI License No. 58738)

+No entry at this time. *Advent reading by Tryan Jermin ** Prayer by Susan Small 
JOY HAS DAWNED GATHERING SONG

Joy has dawned upon the world
Promised from creation
God's salvation now unfurled
Hope for ev'ry nation
Not with fanfares from above
Not with scenes of glory
But a humble gift of love
Jesus born of Mary

Sounds of wonder fill the sky
With the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of life
Shelters in a stable
Hands that set each star in place
Shaped the earth in darkness
Cling now to a mother's breast
Vuln'rable and helpless

Shepherds bow before the lamb
Gazing at the glory
Gifts of men from distant lands
Prophesy the story
Gold, a King is born today
Incense, God is with us
Myrrh, His death will make a way
And by His blood He'll win us

Son of Adam, Son of heaven
Given as a ransom

Reconciling God and man
Christ, our mighty champion


What a Savior, what a Friend
What a glorious myst'ry                                 Once a babe in Bethlehem
Now the Lord of hist'ry

Keith Getty · Stuart Townend
LOVE LIFTED ME

Refrain:
Love lifted me! Love lifted me!
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me.
Love lifted me! Love lifted me!
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me.
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains

Chorus:
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo


Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Chorus

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him Whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King
Chorus

See within in a manger laid
Jesus Lord of Heav'n and Earth
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
With us sing our Savior's birth


Chorus 

EMMANUEL


Come, come let us adore Him,
kneel down before Him,
worship and adore Him.  (Repeat)

Chorus:
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
Emmanuel, Emmanuel
We worship You,
We worship You.

Vamp:
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
Emmanuel, Emmanuel.
(As Directed)

Ending
We worship You,
We worship You.

(Norman Hutchins & JDI Christmas @ JDI Records 2001. CCLI License No. 58738)

O Come Let Us Adore Him

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him

Christ the Lord

For He alone is worthy

For He alone is worthy

For He alone is worthy

Christ the Lord

(CCLI Song No. 4105082 © 1982 Fred Bock Music Company. C. Frederick Oakeley | Darrell Rodman | Fred Bock | John Francis Wade. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 58738)
CLOSING HYMN                                                        Hymn No. 128

ONE DAY WHEN HEAVEN WAS FILLED
One day when heaven was filled with His praises,
One day when sin was as black as could be,
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin –
Dwelt amongst men, my example is He!                        
Chorus:                                                                    Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me;
buried, He carried my sins far away;
rising, He justified freely forever:
one day He’s coming – oh, glorious day!
One day they let Him up calvary’s mountain,
One day they nailed Him to die on the tree;

Suffering anguish despised and rejected:
Bearing our sins, my redeemer is He!     Chorus
One day they left Him alone in the garden,
One day He rested from suffering free;
Angels came down o’er His tomb to keep vigil;
Hope of the hopeless, my Savior is He!    Chorus
One day the grave could conceal Him no longer,
One day the stone rolled away from the door;
Then He arose, over death He had conquered;
Now is ascended, my lord evermore!        Chorus
One day the trumpet will sound for His coming,
One day the skies with His glory will shine;
Wonderful day, my beloved ones bringing;
Glorious Savior, this Jesus is mine!          Chorus
